
Climate resilient and environmentally sustainable 
health care facilities



WHO Manifesto for a healthy recovery from COVID-19
Six Prescriptions for a healthy and green recovery
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New WHO Guidance on climate-resilient and environmentally sustainable 
health care facilities

GOALS 
To increase the climate resilience of health care facilities to protect and improve the health of their 
communities in an unstable and changing climate, while optimizing the use of resources and 
minimizing the release of wastes by becoming environmentally sustainable. 

OBJECTIVES 
• Guide professionals working in health care settings to understand and effectively prepare for 

the additional health risks posed by climate change. 

• Monitor, anticipate, manage and adapt to the health risks associated with climate change. 

• Guide health care facility officials to work with health determining sectors (including water and 
sanitation, energy, transportation, food, urban planning, environment). 

• Provide tools to assist health care facility officials assess their resilience to climate change 
threats, and their environmental sustainability. 

• Promote actions to ensure that health care facilities are constantly and increasingly 
strengthened and continue to be efficient and responsive to improve health and contribute to 
reducing inequities and vulnerability within their local settings. 



Climate resilience and environmental sustainability in health care facilities
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Framework for building climate resilient and 
environmentally sustainable health care facilities



Example 1: HEALTH WORKFORCE OBJECTIVES

Health workers have a key role in building climate resilience and environmental sustainability of health care 
facilities. Because building climate resilience and environmental sustainability are relatively new approaches for 
health workers, building awareness, training and empowering health workers are key requirements for the 
successful implementation of interventions. 

OBJECTIVES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS COMPONENT

Human resources: Health care facilities having sufficient number of health workers with healthy and safe 
working conditions, capacity to deal with health risks from climate change, as well as the awareness and 
empowerment to ensure environmentally sustainable actions. 

Capacity development: Training, information and knowledge management targeted at health care workers to 
respond to climate risks and minimize environmental threats resulting from the operation of the health care 
facility.

Communication and awareness raising: Communicate, coordinate and increase awareness related to climate 
resilience and environmental sustainability among health workers, patients, visitors, target communities, and 
with other sectors.



Detailed checklists to assess health facility vulnerability to  
different climate-related risks



Scope 1 
(Direct, controlled)

Scope 2 
(Indirect, purchased energy)

Scope 3 
(Indirect, supply chain)

Health 
workforce

WASH 
and waste

Sustainable 
energy

Infrastructure, 
technologies 
and products

Staff active travel;
Virtual meetings;
Telehealth

Waste reduction and 
recycling

Fossil fuel use;
Reduced unnecessary 
travel

Anesthetic products
Reusable medical devices

Reduced energy use by 
staff actions

Water heating and cooling

Electricity needs;
Space heating and cooling

Reduced energy from 
energy efficient 
technologies and products;
Electrification of transport 
fleet

Staff commuting;
Business travel

Waste disposal;
Water use

Energy used in other 
areas of the supply chain

Metered dose inhalers;
Medicines; Medical 
devices; Food procurement; 
Construction

Carbon footprint of the Health System:

Carbon footprint of Health Care Facilities:

What fraction of all GHG emissions are from the health sector?
Where do these emissions originate (Scopes)?

How much GHGs does each facility generate?
Where are the best opportunities to reduce emissions?

“Top-down assessments”

“Bottom-up assessments”

GHG 
Protocol 
Scopes

Framework for assessing Greenhouse gas emissions in health care facilities



COP26 Presidency Health Actions 

Mobilize the health community
- an impartial, professional voice

Health Leadership in 
emission reductions

Build climate-resilient 
health systems



Conclusions

• Building forward better from COVID should include basic services, 
climate resilience and improved sustainability in health facilities

• Healthcare provision, and particularly health facilities, are the 
sharp end of health impacts of climate change 

• The healthcare industry is now a significant contributor to 
greenhouse gas emissions – approximately 5% globally 

• There are now rapidly growing global advocacy initiatives, 
technical guidance and practical experience in bringing these 
priorities together


